
16TH ANNUAL KIDS FISHING DERBY A BIG SUCCESS 
 

The weather couldn’t have been nicer for the young anglers at the 16th Annual Salmon, 
Idaho Kids’ Fish Fair and Fishing Derby.  Throughout the morning you could hear kids 
and adults laughing and yelling “You got a bite!” and “Hey! I caught a tagged fish!”.   
This was the scene throughout the morning of Saturday June 13th at Kids Creek Park 
pond.  This annual fishing derby had another big turnout with 117 boys and girls between 
the ages of 1 and 16. All of the kids had a fun filled morning learning about fishing and 
spending time in the out-of-doors with mom, dad, grandparents and friends.  Other 
activities the kids were able to enjoy during this National Fishing Week Event and 
Idaho's Free Fishing Day included a casting contest and coloring a fish drawing.  

The fishing derby was divided into four age categories: 5 and under, 6-8, 9-11, and 12-
16.  The overall big fish caught during the derby was a 0.68 pound rainbow trout by 
Heather Pyke in the 9-11 age category. The other big fish winners by age category were: 
Elisabeth Davidson, 5 and under with a 0.68 pound rainbow trout , Daryn Provence 6-8 
years old, with a 0.47 pound rainbow trout and Robert Armstrong, 12-16 years old with a 
0.50 pound rainbow trout.  All Big Fish Winners won a rod and reel combination donated 
by Idaho Fish and Game. 

There were 15-tagged fish swimming around in the pond Saturday.  Any kid who caught 
a tagged fish during the derby won a $50 savings bond donated by one of 15 local 
businesses or private citizens; Auto Clinic, Bruce Cole Insurance, Coach Works, Dan and 
Nance Garcia, DeBoard Insurance, East Idaho Credit Union, KMC Computers, Knights 
of Columbus, Lemhi Title & Abstract, Quality Motors, Robert and Phyllis Rose, Salmon 
River Motors, State Farm Insurance, Susan Schaffner Real Estate & Bugs-Be-Where?, 
Wells Fargo Bank. 

This year's derby saw three tagged fish caught. Gage Bill caught a tagged fish sponsored 
by Coach Works. A.J. Louderback caught a tagged fish sponsored by DeBoard Insurance 
and James Berger caught a tagged fish sponsored by Robert and Phyliss Rose.   

In addition to the fishing derby there was a casting contest for the four age categories. 
Gage Bill won the five and under age category.  Blake Burley won the 6-8 age category.  
Heather Pyke won the 9-11 age category. And Simon Jernigan won the 12-16 age 
category. All casting contest winners won a tackle box and supplies donated by Salmon-
Region Idaho Fish and Game. 

A special attraction this year was the BLM fire engine. The fire crew handed out a variety 
of Smokey Bear prizes in a “Drown your Camp Fire” bucket to help spread Smokey’s 
message of “Only you can prevent Wildfires”. 

 

 



Thanks to the generous donations of local businesses and agencies no child went home 
empty handed. Prizes, totaling approximately $2,000 in value, were awarded to all 
registered youth present at the end of the derby.  Every child's name was drawn from the 
registration can and they all received one of the many donated prizes.  At the end of the 
derby all kids went home a winner and everyone enjoyed this annual family fishing day.   

 

Please look for the advertisement in this issue of the Recorder Herald thanking the 
businesses and merchants that supported this fishing derby. And when you get the 
chance, let them know how much you appreciate their continued generosity. 

This Fish Fair and Fishing Derby were sponsored by the following: Salmon-Challis 
National Forest, Salmon Region – Idaho Department of Fish & Game, Salmon Field 
Office – Bureau of Land Management, US Fish and Wildlife Service, National Marine 
Fisheries Service and the Upper Salmon Basin Watershed Project. 

We look forward to seeing you next January at the 19th Annual Ice Fishing Derby. The 
success of these fishing derbies depends upon local sponsors, local merchants/businesses, 
and especially the adults who make the time to take the kids fishing. So Kids, be sure to 
thank the adults who took you fishing and the local sponsors and businesses that 
supported this annual fishing derby. 

 
 
 

• See Attached Photo of the four Big Fish Winners 

 
 

(Please Post this article in the June 18th Newspaper or during 

the same week as the paid ad thanking the fishing derby 

sponsors. If there are questions about this article or the paid 

ad please call Dan Garcia at the Salmon/Cobalt Ranger 

District 756-5237) 
 


